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Unfortunately, today as I write a dear friend is lying with the coroner, waiting to be laid 
to rest. Regardless of the outcome of the investigation, Pup has left behind a young 
wife and child while making a contribution to the mining industry and for his family. 
All of us involved in mining leave a legacy, and Pup’s personal legacy is far-reaching.

The dictionary definition of ‘legacy’ expresses generally positive sentiments – a 
gift of property, money or bequest. The legacy might be the result of something 
negative, but the impact is generally positive.

So why do we think negatively of ‘legacy’ in relation to mining and the environment – 
acid mine drainage and failed rehabilitation? The industry doesn’t have a blemish-free 
history, but is it really as bad as a person in the street might think?

In a state that is driven by mining, how do we re-frame this thinking?

Many advocates of mining in Australia have called for greater recognition and 
advertisement of the good – education, investment and jobs. But what are the 
environmental benefits and how do we better manage the relationship between our 
sector and the communities that we sit within?

FELICITY JONES, Team Leader/Principal 
Environmental Consultant, 360 Environmental 
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POSITIVE ENVIRONMENTAL STORIES IN WA MINING

GREAT VICTORIA DESERT BIODIVERSITY TRUST

The Great Victoria Desert Biodiversity Trust will leave a positive 
legacy. It has started bringing scientific and on-ground benefits 
to the region around the Tropicana Gold Mine. A decade ago 
when we were involved with the Tropicana environmental 
impact assessment, there was a dearth of regional knowledge. 
Our client was driven to obtain an approval with a good 
outcome based on sound science. While the approval process 
and standard of assessment were criticised by some for setting 
the bar too high, it was appropriate for the bioregion. Extensive 
and detailed on-ground studies are required to understand 
risks and context when there is little regional data. This is not 
necessarily the case for all mineral fields and for all mines.

The Trust was established as part of an offset package under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

Act 1999. At inception the Trust represented a new structure 
for offset delivery. It operates under a partnership model 
between industry and government to deliver landscape-scale 
actions to protect biodiversity. 

Gold is being produced, and research is being carried out to 
better understand the region and aid in the conservation of 
key environmental features – a positive legacy.

REGION-SCALE MANAGEMENT IN THE PILBARA

A large-scale project that has the potential to have a positive 
legacy is BHP’s Pilbara Expansion Strategic Proposal. 
This proposal wraps several future mines and supporting 
infrastructure into a single overarching approval. It used 
cumulative impact assessment at the scale of the Pilbara 
Bioregion, something that had not been completed before. 
The potential benefit is that management can be delivered 
from a consistent framework and that offsets for future mines 

within the Proposal have the flexibility to be linked to regional 
or mine-by-mine issues. This should allow management to 
examine regional impacts and their significance, not simply 
the local impacts of a particular project. 

Regional initiatives such as the Pilbara Corridors Project 
are intended to have similar region-scale benefits. Groups 
like the Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee also 
play a key role in supporting miners to meet their legal 
requirements for the benefit of the environment. 

Positive outcomes can be achieved when we work 
collaboratively with our stakeholders on a broader scale. 
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THE FUTURE

MINING REHABILITATION FUND

In relation to rectifying negative legacies, the MRF was 
developed in response to poor accountability for, and 
management of, sites that are at or near the end of their 
economic life. Use of the MRF to fund the remediation of 
abandoned sites has the potential to have environmental 
and social benefits, putting a positive legacy in place 
through engagement with local communities and 
indigenous groups. We need to see how this plays out – 
will the potential for positive outcomes be realised in the 
way intended? I hope so.

AFTER MINING

An interesting challenge that our sector faces is the 
management of communities and towns that have grown 
around mines as the assets come to the sunset of their 
working life. There are many examples in the Goldfields 
such as Broad Arrow which started its existence in the late 
1800’s, the population swelled above 10,000 very quickly 
and dwindled to its current tiny population and a tavern.

What will the legacy be for our Pilbara mining towns as 
the reserves are mined out, and companies transition 
out? Will they fade to a shadow as localities in the 
Goldfields have? Perhaps this is an acceptable part of the 
journey, or perhaps it is not.

OUR BROADER COMMUNITY

Mining plays a critical role in our community, in 
employment, the raising of government revenue, and 
development of regional areas. We are a community 
that supports each other, through the financial ups and 
downs, and the ebbs and flows of our lives. We know 
that the mining community supports its own and the 
community, through friendships, formal organisations like 
Miners Promise and annual events like the celebration of 
Saint Barbara’s Day. 

Our community is filled with people making a positive 
impact in the mining industry; from new scientific 
research, to leadership that considers the community 
and our environment, to the good souls who have been 
working on the ground. 

What’s your legacy?
RIP Daniel Patterson. 


